
"Oh that you had paid attention to my commandments!

Then your peace would have been like a river."

Isaiah 48:18 (ESV)

The Journey of Life

Covering 2,340 miles, the Mighty Mississippi River begins its journey at

Lake Itasca, Minnesota, and ends at the Gulf of America. The longest river

in north America, the Mississippi doesn't go in a straight line, but curves

and loops like a ribbon touching 31 states.

Starting as a clear stream in Minnesota, by the time the water reaches

the Gulf it has picked up debris and waste materials. No longer does the

water appear translucent or clean. Now, it is a muddy-brown river.

Sometimes life is like a river. We start out as innocent children, pure and

clean. Yet, along the journey of life, we are faced with temptations, we

make bad choices, and our peers may have a negative effect on us.

Psalm 1 presents us with two ways to live. The psalmist writes of two

different lifestyles we may choose. The first is the righteous path that

leads to eternal life with Christ. The second is the wicked one, that often

promises happiness, yet leads to destruction. In Psalm 23:1-2, we read,

"The Lord is my shepherd, I have what I need. He lets me lie down in green

pastures; he leads me beside quiet waters."

What about your life? Like the waters of a mighty river, have you allowed

sin to keep you from the clean, pure life that God intended for you to

enjoy? Are there people in your congregation on whom you can have a

Christian influence? Pray that God will use your life as an example of what

He would have you be as a positive influence on others.

Carolyn Tomlin, Jackson, Tennessee,  writes for the Christian market and teaches the Jackson Christian

Writers Fellowship.

3500 030126 081407529721
Phato hiy iStock
Photo by iStock
©Copyright 2026 LifeWay Press®. Printed in the United States of America.

Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016.
Scripture taken romtheHoly hon miosty of Good Nes Publiher
Copyright 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

Lifeway.
lifeway.com/worship

"I HAVE SRIO THESE THINGS TO YOU,

THAT IN ME YOU MAY HAVE PEACE.

IN THE WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TRIBULATION.

BUT TAKE HEART;

I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD."
JOHN 16:33 (ESV)








